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methods of conquest. One may say, without
m^ch fear of intelligent contradiction, from
either my countrymen or my countrywomen, that
the male drawing-room notabilities in America
are not of the type that one would care to increase,
or to exhibit to the world, as typical of African
manhood. The men who have made America
great at home, and respected abroad, would, alas,
find little to interest them at our most widely
advertised social functions.

To a very large extent this is not true of English
Society.    The ablest and the most notable men
from all walks of political, financial, literary, ar-
tistic, and adventurous activity, find their way, at
least from time to time, to English drawing-rooms
and dinner tables.   They go not only because
they meet the fairest and most attractive women
there, but because they meet men there of their
own calibre.   The women provide the soft stuff
in which delicate things may be packed together
without breakage, they serve as agreeable and
sophisticated buffers when people of different
tastes, pursuits, and aptitudes come together.
The^ ideal host is a woman not a man, whose
sympathy and trained perceptions put conflicting
and uneasy talents together, and make them for-
get their antagonisms.   No man can do this as
can a woman, and no woman learns the art who